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Jean-Louis Meynier 
Captive Wooden Spheres 

September 9th, 2023 

Our demonstrator for September is Jean-Louis is one of our own, as a member of BAWA. Jean-Louis is also 
known for his skill at captive wooden spheres, basket illusion, and his incredibly delicate finials. 
 
Jean-Louis will demonstrate how to make Captive Wooden Spheres, also known as Boules de Canton, or 
Chinese Spheres.  When you hold one in your hands, it's hard to believe it was made all from one piece. 
Jean Louis will show us how it's done!  

Bio:  

My father was a cabinetmaker by trade. After his North African campaign, 1940-1943, during WWII. Joined the police but, never lost his 
passion for wood. When he wasn’t on duty and I wasn’t at school, I was always with him in his workshop holding for him a piece of wood 
here and there, watching what he was doing. 

My technical studies, my years at the Ecole Nationale Superieure des Arts et Industries in Strasbourg, my year of specialization in Pro-
ject Management at Stanford and my overseas projects with Bechtel and Integral vision (my project management company with integrat-
ed software) took me away from his workshop. 

In 2987, when we added the second floor in our house, I started to buy woodworking machines without apprehension, as if I had used 
them forever and  that’s when I realized that my father had passed me his passion for wood. I made dressers with dove tails for my 
grandkids, high chairs and other furniture. Without knowing it, I had learned a lot of things in his workshop. 

In 2017, I decided to buy a wood lathe, the only machine my Dad never used. I put my Nova CometII on wheels with a tool cabinet, 
watched Harvey Meyer YouTube videos and went to Rockler and got everything else I was going to need. 

Jean-Louis Meynier 

Links: 
 
John-Louis Website: https://jlwoodshop.com 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@jean-louismeynier368/videos 
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The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a local chapter 
of the American Association of Woodturners.  Our pur-
pose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to 
share ideas and techniques and to educate the general 
public regarding the art of turning.  The Association usu-
ally meets the second Saturday of each month. The Asso-
ciation periodically sponsors exhibitions and demonstra-
tions by local and internationally known turners. 
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2023 Event Schedule

September 9th 

Jean-Louis Meynier  

Captive Wooden Spheres 

8:30AM-12:00PM 

October 14th 

John Cobb 

Hollow Forms  

8:30AM-12:00PM 

November 11th 
Turnathon 

8:30-2:00 

December 9th 

Vern Stovall 

Stitching Cracks 

8:30AM-12:00PM 

Club Meetings 
Club Meetings- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guests are welcome to attend in person by request 
to: membership@bayareawoodturners.org.  

See bayareawoodturners.org for club information. 
 
BAWA Officers Meeting -  
The Association’s officer meetings are held each month. Contact Steve 
Griswold at: president@bayareawoodturners.org for more information. 

Meetings are generally held on the 2nd Saturday of each month.  We 
meet in person. Meetings are held at the PHEC Woodturning Center at 
1 Santa Barbara Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.  The doors open at 8:30am. 
The meeting start time is 9:00am. See our website 
at bayareawoodturners.org for more information. 
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Cindy Navarro Jolie Karno Parting shot Martin Gibb Riding the bevel 

Finishing time Planing cut Vern Stovall Anna Duncan 

Claudia Foster Jeff Tanner- 
Organizer 

Raw materials Completed pens Standing room only 

Finishing materials John Langen Joel Albert A happy crew Martin Gibb 

Peter Nakatani Final shaping Bob Nolan Clean up time A good day’s work 
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John Cobb, past BAWA president, will display his expertise in hollow forms on Oc-
tober, 14th. John is always filled with information and good humor! Don’t miss it. 

John, a native of Seattle and graduate of the University of Washington, lives outside of San Francisco in Marin 
County.  The Bay Area's broad range of climates produces ideal growing conditions for hundreds of species of 
trees.  Rich dark walnut, spectacular maple burl and exotic Olive are some of the beautiful woods periodical-
ly available.   
 
 
All of the sourced wood comes from stumps reclaimed from arborist wood piles.  These once spectacular trees were 
removed for disease or safety concerns and headed for  the landfill or fireplace.   
 
 
Every week John climbs through arborist piles throughout the Bay Area searching for logs that have incredible po-
tential hidden beneath the bark. Returning to the shop with one piece or a trailer load, John chainsaws each log into 
approximate shape and then mounts the blank on a lathe for turning.   

John Cobb 
Hollow Forms 

October 14th 
8:30am-12:00pm 
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Rockler Helps BAWA Members 

BAWA members receive a 10% discount when purchasing di-
rectly at the Concord Rockler Store  at: 

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/concord-store.  

Mention your BAWA membership when checking out, to re-
ceive your discount. Rockler also donates part of the proceeds 
back to the club which help support our Holiday Party raffle.  

 

 
We want members and others with items to sell or trade, services 
to render or if you’re just looking to find a specific item from 
fellow BAWA members.  
 
Please send ads to Louie Silva at: 
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org 

 
You can’t beat the price...FREE!! 

Professor Jobe will take us through three 18th century cabinet shops in London, Boston and Philadelphia. He will present the 
shop’s layout to us, tell us about the craftsmen and workmen who worked there and then show us the products that were made in 
beautifully illustrated slides.  

As the Outreach Coordinator for the American Decorative Arts Forum of Northern California, I thought your members would 
be interested in a free, Zoom presentation on 18th century cabinet shops by Brock Jobe, Professor of American decorative arts 
in the Winterthur Program in American Material Culture.   

18th Century Cabinetmaking Presentation 

Please note that I always like to mention that after hitting the registration link and completing the short form, members will re-
ceive a confirmation email with a button for the Zoom presentation.  They will also receive an email reminder the day prior to 
the lecture as well as one hour before.  

Warm regards, 
Rob Speaks 
ADAF Outreach & Publicity 

The lecture is free, there is a Q & A at the end of the lecture. 
  

Registration is easy, copy and paste:  Open for Business: A Tour of 18th Century Cabinet 
Shops in London, Boston and Philadelphia 
 
Tuesday, September 19, 2023 
 
6pm Pacific/9pm Eastern 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/3916771085461/
WN_L9hLGKfkSz6bXwO2hO052w#/registration 

Welcome! You are invited to join a webinar: 
Open for Business: A tour of 18th Century 
Cabinet Shops in London, Boston and Philadel-
phia. After register, you will receive a confir-
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Tips 
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