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Mike Mahoney joins us for our September 7th meeting – Hold 
onto your chair and be prepared for one of the best demon-
strations you will ever see.  Mike will complete a Calabash 
bowl, lidded form, nested bowls and then talk about tools and 
sharpening all within a day’s schedule.  Mike is the premier 
bowl turner in the world; he travels internationally demon-
strating his skills, sharing knowledge, yet still has time to be 
one of the most prolific producers of high end bowls in the 
country.

Mike is also very generous with his time giving back to the 
woodturning community.  He has been a significant contributor to AAW and the Utah Woodturners 
Symposium every year for over a decade.  For more information on Mike and to see his work visit his 
website:  www.bowlmakerinc.com

Once again, mark your calendar for the FIRST SATURDAY - Sept 7th. Doors will open at 8:30 and we 
will get the meeting started by 9:30 sharp. Plan to bring a lunch and stay with Mike until 3:45, as this 
is an all day demonstration. Please plan to stay and help restore the classroom back to it's original 
configuration at the end of the day. The demonstration is free to BAWA members as well as students 
18 years and younger.  The general public and visitors are welcome and encouraged to attend but an 
entrance fee of $25, which gets you membership for the balance of the year, does apply.

Mike Mahoney: Bowls and Hollow Forms
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The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a local 
chapter of the American Association of Woodturners.  
Our purpose is to provide a meeting place for local 
turners to share ideas and techniques and to educate 
the general public regarding the art of turning.  The 
Association usually meets the second Saturday of each 
month. The Association periodically sponsors exhibi-
tions and demonstrations by local and internationally 
known turners.
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Club Meetings

Meetings are the 2nd Saturday of each month unless otherwise noted.  

8:30  doors open for setup, use store and library, swap ideas, view 
displays

9:30—4:00 meeting and demo for September 7th

Meetings will be held at the PHEC Woodturning Center,  1 Santa 
Barbara Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.   

See temporary website: BAWA.wildapricot.org for directions and club 
information.

BAWA Officers Meeting -
Officer meetings are open to all members. Contact Bill Mellberg if 

2013-2014 Event Schedule

Sept 7th 
*Note Date* Mike Mahoney– Bowls and Hollow Forms

Oct 12th Christmas Ornaments and Gifts

Nov 9th Mark Gardner (Workshop on Nov. 11th)

Dec 14th Christmas Party

Jan 11th Jim Rodgers

Mar 8th David Ellsworth

May 10th Ray Key (tentative)
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Newsletter Articles 

Got a great idea you want to share with your fellow 
Woodturners? Whether it is a turning tool, turning tech-
nique, finishing process or anything at all related to turn-
ing, your BAWA newsletter can always use an article. If 
you have pictures, all the better. If you need help writing 
it up or taking pictures, we’re here to help. That’s what 
our club is all about - sharing. 

Contact either club president 
Bill Mellberg 
Email: jbmellberg@comcast.net

or newsletter editor
Louie Silva
Email: banjohead@comcast.net

The annual BAWA BBQ was held at Pleasant Hill Park on August 
10th.  The day started off with our semiannual tool sale that always 
garners great interest.  Early birds to the event had open wallets and 
keen eyes and it seemed half of the tools disappeared within 15 
minutes. More tools arrived throughout the morning and many re-
markable deals remained.  BAWA and Jim’s turning program were 
lucky benefactors due to the generosity of a number of club members.    
Thank You to the members who contributed both tools and monetary 
donations, their generosity is greatly appreciated.

Next came the Show and Tell followed by the presentation of 
awards for croquet mallets and balls.  Corwin, Mark and Carl 
brought very creative and well executed pieces that belong in the 
International Croquet Hall of Fame   (See pictures on page 8).

The absolutely perfect weather 
made the well grilled burgers and 
hot dogs worthy of culinary awards.   
Grill masters once again far exceed-
ed expectation.  The vast array of 

salads and sweet treats brought by members capped of the exceptional 
lunch, probably one of BAWAs best events of the year.

BAWA BBQ A-OK!

Video of the Month

Do you have a favorite website or video you think 
BAWA members would find interesting and in-
formative?  If so, then please send us the site name, 
address and a few sentences about why you think 
it’s cool!

Send info to: Dean Adkins or Louie Silva

If you’ve ever wanted to make a turned CRYPTEX, 
watch this video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_eM54vDsZU

Tool swap/flea market

Winners of the Croquet Mallet Competi-
tion: L-R Fred Deadrick, 2nd; Mark 
Hannan, 1st; John Cobb, 2nd; Michelle 
Brooks, 3rd

Dean and Harry -- the cooks
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At the September meeting, the Board of Directors (BOD) will be soliciting members to 
nominate themselves or their peers for the 2014 election. This is your opportunity to par-
ticipate in the democratic process of selecting the leadership of the club. There are four 
executive positions; President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. Currently these 
positions are held by Bill Mellberg, John Cobb, Kathy Kennedy and Joel Albert respective-
ly. Jim Rodgers serves as the Member at Large, a position held by the out-going President 
or elected by the BOD. Consider your interest in joining the leadership of the club and let 
your desires be known at the September meeting. An “official ballot” will be printed in the 
October newsletter that can be mailed to the Secretary or brought to the meeting on the 
12th to be counted that day.

As we approach the end of the summer vacation season with the holiday celebration of 
“Labor Day”, I hope each of you had a chance to enjoy the great weather and the oppor-

tunity to get away from your regular routine. As for me, my wife and I really enjoyed Italy in August even though it 
was hot and humid; we have certainly come to appreciate the comfort of our home here in the Bay Area.

A quick review of this summers BAWA activities shows that we have fun and educational opportunities throughout 
the year. In June we had a Membership focus meeting with really good ideas and feedback on how we can develop 
the club and improve the quality of our meetings. The Board of Directors is working to capture these ideas in near 
and long term activities that will be implemented as the year progresses. In July our own professional turner, Brad 
Adams presented his advice on how developing turners can “achieve a professional looking form and finish while 
significantly reducing sanding time.” Many of Brad’s techniques have been developed over the 13 plus years he has 
been turning while producing thousands of objects for sale to collectors throughout the Bay Area and the country. 

Our August meeting was a fun filled day of food and friendly competition at Pleasant Hill Park, with almost 50 
members and their spouses in attendance. We had our annual tool swap with many items being sold and traded 
among members, a judged competition for the best croquet focused item and some of the best BBQ this side of Tex-
as.  I would like to recognize the cooks for the BBQ: Thanks to Dean Adkins and Harry Levin for manning the grill. 
Thanks also to the many members and their spouses who came early to set-up the tables and arrange the food. I 
also want to recognize a member, David Fleisig, for his generosity after the tool swap where he donated his sale 
proceeds to the club in excess of $200. We truly have a great club with giving and talented members who make 
each get together fun and exciting.

Looking forward to Fall, we have several meetings with professional demonstrators; in particular Mike Mahoney 
will be the September 7th (First Saturday) demonstrator followed by Mark Gardner on November 9th, both at our 
Pleasant Hill Adult Education Center facility. Remember that Mark will be conducting a one day workshop on 
Monday the 11th exclusively for BAWA members on the finer points of his wood turning techniques. The October 
meeting will be a demonstration by club members of ornaments and gift ideas you can start in anticipation of the 
holidays. Speaking of the holidays our December meeting will be at the Winslow Center in Pleasant Hill again with 
the member competition and pot luck lunch. This year we may be having a late lunch followed by the turning com-
petition and the awards ceremony.

An opportunity to transition to the “new” BAWA website may take place this month. John Cobb has done a lot of 
work to prepare the new site which will contain much more club information, pictures of members work along with 
a user friendly ‘member’s only’ portal. It will contain many new features that the club has asked for, specifically 
dues information, connections to other web sites including “You Tube” and direct contact with the BOD via Email.  
This will be a topic at the September meeting with John explaining more of the features and the timing of the tran-
sition.

Bill Mellberg, BAWA President   
wjmellberg@comcast.net

President’s Message
September 2013
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Bill’s Bowls

Our late friend, Bill Tarleton, donated all of his rough turned and uncompleted bowls to the Wood Turning 
Center at Pleasant Hill with the admonition “Finish my bowls.” After my discussion with his wife, Erlene, we 
decided to create a bowl completion project resulting in the sale of the finished products. This is an opportunity 
to remember our friend, by possessing a remembrance of the contributions he made to our wood turning com-
munity and to many of us personally.
Here is how it works:

· Bob Nolan will help you select one of Bill’s bowl blanks and sign it out to you for completion.
· When you return the finished and signed bowl to Bob, you may select another smaller         

blank for your own use.
· Bill’s signature will also be added to the completed bowl.
· In December, BAWA will conduct a sale of the completed bowls with the proceeds going to the 

Woodturning Center.

So, at our next meeting see Bob, check out a blank, take it home and do a great job turning and finishing.
For more information contact Jim Rodgers
jlrodgers@aol.com

Christmas in October?
The October meeting will focus on gifts and ornaments for the holiday season.  We will 
present a number of ideas that are fun and fast projects that will help with the in-law 
gift list.  We are actively looking for ideas with a new twist to show our club members.  
What have you made in the past?  Please contact John Cobb with ideas – it’s a great 
way to get involved with the club.

CRAFT SUPPLIES 13% DISCOUNT ORDER
The 13% discount applies to any published price (including sale items, close-outs, etc.) and there are no tax or S&H charges.  You can 
find full on the Craft Supplies Club 13% Discount Program in the April 2012 newsletter.

Craft Supplies has a new catalog that includes new items, and there have been some price increases as well.  Look on-line to pick your 
loot and check prices.

Orders are placed with Norm Robinson by e-mail: (normrobinson@hotmail.com) 
� Fill out an electronic order form which Norm can e-mail to you
� Send Norm the pertinent information.  
� Catalog item number, catalog page number if possible, 
� Item description
� Quantity ordered and the total price before 13% discount. Please don’t use old catalogs as the prices will be incorrect
� Call Norm (415-420-3492) to place an order and follow up with an e-mail to confirm all the information required.
� If you have already placed an order you might send Norm e-mail reminder. 



September 2013 BAWA Newsletter
Temporary Website: BAWA.wildapricot.orgPage 6

BAWA Shirt and Hat order has ar-
rived!!

The BAWA store has the shirts and hats that you 
ordered and are now ready for pick-up. We have a 
few extras of each in a limited number of sizes for 
those who did not get their order placed in June. 
The shirts are $25 and hats are $20 and come in 
two colors; charcoal and royal blue for the shirts 
and black and royal blue for the hats. Each item has 
an embroidered BAWA logo which is not a patch, 
but is actually sewn on. Some members picked up 
their order at the BBQ in August, so if you have 
your shirt and hat wear them to the meeting on the 
7th to show off the new club apparel.

Wood Raffle Alert!

Members will be interested in attending the next 
meeting to see some of the new wood harvested for 
the wood raffle. Tim Kennedy and Bill Mellberg 
carted off a “trailer full” of black acacia from a past 
club member who lives in Livermore that had 
stored this at his home for several years. Rumor has 
it that some cork oak was harvested locally and 
may come to the next meeting also. Please pass 
along any leads on hard wood trees coming down 
around your neighborhood, there is a lot of club in-
terest in opportunities to harvest local wood from 
the urban forest for use by our members.

BAWA Classified

We want members and others with items to sell or 
trade, services to render, or if you’re just looking  to find 
a specific item from fellow BAWA members. Please send 
ads to Louie Silva at:
banjohead@comcast.net. 

You can’t beat the price...FREE!!

For sale:

Indexing wheels; holes arranged for precision 
work.

Increments are to 1 degree, 1.25 degrees, and 1.5 de-
grees. 360, 288, 240 holes arranges in two ranks.
The spindle diameter hole is 1.25 inches.
These plates were design by Mark Hannon on CAD/
CAM systems, laser cut by Norm Robinson to ex-
treme accuracy. And sold by the Woodturning Center

Currently I have three plates for sale at $40.00 each; 
they will be available at out next woodturning meet-
ing. If you have requested a plate and have not re-
ceived it as yet please contact Jim Rodgers, prior to 
the next meeting and one will be reserved for you.

Jim Rodgers
jlrodgers@aol.com

925-229-5773

For sale:

I have become the owner of a Oneway Chuck that is 
surplus, for I now have a Stronghold chuck. I would 
be willing to sell the Oneway for $100. 

The chuck has been used but not a great deal as I 
don't turn a lot and when I do it is mostly spindle 
turning. I would appreciate your help in finding a 
new home for this chuck.

My name is E. E. "Skip"Benson
Phone (510) 337-1090
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Disk Collet Chuck

While on vacation last year I spotted some chatter 
work pendants and ear-rings for sale in a hotel gift 
shop. I was quick to point out to my wife that I cer-
tainly could create the very same thing as soon as 
we got home. I’m also old enough and just wise 
enough to buy her a set of  ear-rings on the spot.  
That worked out well, thank you very much. Not on-
ly did I score with a little gift, I had a model for 
when I eventually got to making the project.

The chatter work I saw was done on one side only, 
and I wanted to make double-sided pendants. Chat-
tering the first side of the pendant-to-be was 
straight forward enough, the issue came with hold-
ing the piece for the second side. That’s where the 
“Disc Collet Chuck” comes into play. It is designed 
and built to secure- ly hold a thin, less than 1/8” 
thick, disc firmly enough to be faced, sanded and 
chattered upon. I find it generally easiest to stick 
with standard sizes whenever practical. To that end 
I set the pendant diameter at 1 ¼”. You’ll see…

To make the chuck, start with a 
piece of square stock sized to fit 
your “two inch” scroll chuck jaw 
set and maybe 1 ½ times that 
long. Mine is 1 5/8” square X 2 
½” long. I used maple, use your 
judgment. Make sure the ends 

are flat and square and all that good stuff.

Chuck up the blank and turn it round or to 1 ½” 
dia., if you start- ed with larger square stock. You’ll 
want most of the blank round, but there’s no need to 
get scary close to the jaws.  Drill a ¼” dia. hole all 
the way through the length of your blank. Put a 1 
¼” Forstner bit in your Jacobs chuck that’s already 
in the tail stock and drill a shallow hole in the face 
of your blank. The idea is to have 1/8” thick discs 
sticking out proud of the collet chuck, so the hole on-
ly needs to be about 3/32” deep. If you go too deep 
with the Forstner bit, just 
face back the re- maining 
edge to get the 3/32” 
depth.

The next step is to re-
place the Fostner bit with 
a 1 ¼” dia. hole saw. If 

you don’t have one, don’t run out and buy some Guc-
ci bi-metal, all-terrain, high-speed brand name hole 
saw. Generally I don’t subscribe to Harbor Freight 
tools, but, in this case, that’s probably the way to go.

Use slow speed 
and in-and-out 
to cut a saw 
kerf as deep as 
your hole saw 
will go. You’re 
making spring 
fingers as part 
of the collet 
chuck. Make a 
pencil line 
around the out-
side of the collet 
chuck to indicate where the bottom of the saw kerf 
is. Remove the chuck-in-progress from the lathe (did 
you mark on the collet chuck between jaws 1 &4?) 
and make a mark on your pencil line four places, 
evenly spaced. Drill a ¼”dia hole at each of these 
four marks about ¼” deep. Use your tablesaw, band-
saw or hand saw to cut a kerf from the front of the 
collet chuck to the center of the ¼” holes. This cre-
ates the four fingers of the collet chuck.
You’ll need a hose clamp to tighten the collet chuck 
on a disc.

Choose a hose 
clamp sized to 
leave as little 
“tail” as possible. 
You really don’t 
want any extra 
steel band spin-
ning around. 
That’s it. As long 
as you make your
working discs 
right around 1 ¼” 
dia. and 1/8” 

thick, you’re in business. I have used the same collet 
chuck for holding Blackwood discs for drilling and 
subsequent re-work.

By Bob Gerenser
Courtesy of Silicon Valley Woodturners
May 2013 Newsletter
http://www.svwoodturners.org/
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August Show and Tell

Corwin Jones getting ready to show his juggling skills.

Segmented Vase by Ron Tinay

Show and Tell Table at BAWA Picnic

Five turned bowls by Cindy Navarro

Natural Edge Mallet by John Cobb

Mark Hannan with his Croquet Mallet 
with a Cocobolo Head

Michelle Brooks with her “Natural” 

Larry Dubia with a beau-
tiful suspended vessel/art 
piece.

Harvey Klein showed a photo 
album of his recent works.

Carl Merecer entered this unique Croquet 
Ball made of thinly sliced walnut shells.
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Announcing a New 
AAW Scholarship Program

New Scholarships to Arrowmont and John C. 
Campbell

Schools Available to AAW Members

The AAW Board of Directors is extremely excited to 
announce a new scholarship initiative. In recognition 
of the invaluable contributions made by our local chap-
ters to our educational mission, twenty-seven scholar-
ships to two of the nation's leading woodturning cen-
ters will be provided in 2014 to members of the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners. We strongly encour-
age all chapters to help us promote this important new 
opportunity for our AAW members.

Under the program, the AAW Endowment Trust Fund 
(ETF) and the Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts 
will make available funds for 14 $550 scholarships at 
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts. In addition, the 
ETF, working with John C. Campbell Folk School will 
award 13 $594 scholarships. All together, 27 scholar-
ships will be awarded. In total, $15,422 in scholar-
ships will be given to AAW members.
In order to apply for the scholarships, nominees must 
be an AAW members and be nominated by their AAW 
Chapter. Star Chapters will be allotted two nomina-
tions for the first 50 members and an additional nomi-
nee for each additional 50 members. Regular chap-
ters will be allotted one nomination for the first 50 
AAW members in the chapter. After that, each addi-
tional 50 AAW members will allow another nomina-
tion. If there are more than 27 nominations, a draw-
ing will determine the winners. 

The program is to provide tuition only. Any room and 
board and travel to the school locations will remain 
the responsibility of the nominee. John C. Camp-
bell Folk School is located in Brasstown, NC; Ar-
rowmont is in Gatlinburg, TN. All classes will take 
place in 2014.

Chapters must provide the names of nominees, the 
number of chapter members and the number of AAW 
members in the chapter to Saint Paul, MN headquar-
ters by November 15, 2013. Within two weeks from 
that date, the winners will be notified.

We deeply appreciate all you do to support the 
AAW. Please don't hesitate to contact the AAW office 
if you would like more information about this new ini-
tiative.

Lou Williams
AAW Membership and Chapters Chair

Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts 

Arrowmont, Gatlinburg, TN
www.arrowmont.org

link for housing and meal information

John C. Campbell Folk School

Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, NC
www.folkschool.org

link for housing and meal information

Chapter nominee application form

Online application
or mail application to AAW headquarters 75 5th 

Street West Saint Paul, MN 55102 

Applications to arrive by November 15, 2013

Dublin Woodcraft - BAWA 3% Rebate for Mem-
ber Purchases 

Dublin Woodcraft provides a valuable service to 
our membership and the community, so please 
consider them for your next purchase or turning 
class!

Your purchases at Dublin Woodcraft also help 
the club! Did you know that BAWA gets a 3% re-
bate on all purchases made by BAWA members? 
For this to work we need you to bring your re-
ceipts (or a copy) to the next meeting. The rebate 
is only good for recent purchases - we can only 
turn in receipts if they are less than six weeks 
old! So be sure to bring in your current Wood 
craft receipts (or a copy) and place them in the 
Woodcraft Receipt Box on the membership table!


