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Raffle of Demonstrator’s Turnings
The Annual Party and Competition is here, which includes raffling off the turnings from our 2012 demonstra-
tors.  We’ve done this raffle for several years now so most of you know that it’s a great way to “win” one of the 
pieces your saw turned.  

I think that 2012 was a great year for demonstrators and we have several nice turnings in the raffle.  Jimmy 
Clewes, Mark Knize, Graeme Priddle, Glen Krueg, Don White, Molly Winton, Bill Mellberg and Tom Wirsing 
have all contributed turnings.  Check out the offerings in the picture below, but note that a 14” finished platter 
by Tom Wirsing is on its way and will replace the unfinished one in the picture.  

We sold quite a few tickets in November, and will continue to sell them in December right up to the raffle.  
Tickets are the same price as always, $5 apiece or 5 tickets for $20.  This is a great fundraiser for the club, 
usually netting over $500 each year.  Consider buying a few tickets ….. it might just be your lucky day!
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December Annual Party and Club Competition

BAWA’s final meeting of 2012 will be Saturday December 2nd starting at 11:30 AM at the Winslow Center (2nd

floor).  Many of you are familiar with the format, but for those of you who aren’t the party starts with a brunch, fol-
lowed by the club turning competition and ends with a raffle of the turnings donated by our 2011 demonstrators.  
As always members are encouraged to bring spouses to the party.  BAWA is providing gourmet pot pies, salads and 
drinks for the brunch, and the membership is asked to bring appetizers and desserts to share.  

The annual turning competition will be the focus of the meeting so it’s time to finish those last minute turnings or 
select a recent masterpiece to enter!  Ribbons will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place entries, as well as a Craft 
Supplies gift certificate for 1st place.  “Best of Show” will be awarded and carries a nice prize again this year!

This year we will have the same format as last year.  A three member panel will judge the six “Advanced” categories 
and award the “Best of Show” from all skill level classifications.  The membership will be given ballots to judge the 
six “Novice” and “Intermediate” categories.  

Members may enter one turning in each of the following 6 competition categories:

� In the Style of ……..

� Bowls
� Hollow Forms and Tall Vases

� Platters and Plates
� Spindle Turnings
� Mixed Media and Sculpture

The only restrictions are that turnings cannot have been previously entered 
in a BAWA competition, and to qualify as a hollow form the vessel opening 
has to be less than 1/3 of the maximum diameter.  Mixed Media means more 
than just wood; so the turning must include some paint, metal, stone inlay, 
etc. to qualify.

“In the Style of ……..” is for turnings demonstrated by any of the great professionals or amateurs at BAWA from 
2010 thru 2012.  Surely you’ve turned something demonstrated by one of the professionals or amateurs in the last 3 
years:  anything square turned at 3600 rpm aka Jimmy Clewes’ style, a Balanced Bowl as demoed by Mark Knize,  a 
dyed and lacquered hollow form or natural edge bowl a.k.a. Chris Pytlik, anything burned with Graeme Priddle’s 
converted battery charger, Eli Avisera’s painted turnings with crescents scalloped off center,  a Dave Larson burled 
madrone bowl or sphere, a spiked star in the style of David Springett, a John Jordan or Dave Lambert inspired spi-
ral carved hollow form, a JP Fennell thin wall vessel pierced or carved, Merryll Saylan’s textured and colored plat-
ter, a textured wildlife design like Molly Winton’s small vessels, or a series of miniatures like those made by Harvey 
Klein or Hugh Buttram.

There will be three turning skill classification levels:

� “Advanced” for persons that have won an Intermediate Award or sold a turning
� “Intermediate” for persons that have won a Novice Award
� “Novice” for persons that have not won an award in a previous competition

Members who have never entered the annual competition will be on the “honor system” to place their turnings in 
the appropriate skill classification level.

The afternoon will culminate in a raffle of the turnings from the 2012 demonstrators.  Raffle tickets will be available 
during the meeting for $5 each or 5 tickets for $20.  You don’t have to be present to win, but you will need to desig-
nate a friend to pick out a turning for you; otherwise you will receive the last turning remaining.

We hope everyone will put this event on their calendar and join us in celebrating 2012!
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Winslow Center: 2590 Pleasant Hill Rd.  
(Corner of Taylor Blvd. & Pleasant Hill Rd.)

Our Holiday Luncheon, Demo Raffle and Club Competition will be held at the Winslow Center 
from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM on Saturday December 8th. We will need a group of volunteers to ar-
rive at 11:00 sharp to help set-up the room with tables and chairs. If you signed up to attend 
and will be bringing a salad, desert, or drinks, please plan to arrive at 11:30. We will try to get 
everyone registered for the club competition as you arrive and we will have extra tables for dis-
playing all entries.

There is a large all-weather parking lot that adjoins the Center, which is a two-story structure. 
Our event will be on the second (2nd) floor where there is large meeting / dining room. The club 
will provide the lunch entrée again this year, which will be the delicious potpies from Pot Pie 
Paradise of Hayward. This year we will plan to eat around Noon with the competition and raffle 
following the meal.  Believe me, no one will leave hungry.

At the end of the event we request that everyone help with the clean up and take down of the 
room. This is our highlight BAWA event of the year and a lot of fun for members and their 
spouses. Plan to bring your best work to show and some spending money for the Demonstrator 
Raffle, which has some beautiful work from this year’s club meetings.

From I-680 N
Take exit 49A to merge onto Contra Costa Blvd 
toward Pleasant Hill
Turn left onto Boyd Rd.
Turn right onto Pleasant Hill Rd.
Destination will be on the right

From I- 680 S                                                    
Take exit 49 to merge onto Gregory Ln.              
Turn right onto Pleasant Hill Rd.                        
Destination will be on the right

Directions to Winslow Center 2590 Pleasant Hill Road, Pleasant Hill
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Club Meetings

Meetings are the 2nd Saturday of each month unless otherwise noted.  

8:30  doors open for setup, use store and library, swap ideas, view 
displays

9:30—12:30 meeting and demo

Until further notice, meetings will be held at the PHEC Woodturning 
Center,  1 Santa Barbara Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.   

See www.bayareawoodturners.org for directions and club infor-
mation.

BAWA Officers Meeting -
Officer meetings are open to all members. Contact Jim Rodgers if you 
would like to be on the agenda.

2012-2013 Event Schedule

Dec 8th

Annual Party and Competition
Winslow Center
2590 Pleasant Hill Road, Pleas-
ant Hill

Jan 12th
Jim Rodgers -“Constructing 
Open Segment Vessels.”

February 9th Put Your Name Here

March 9th Looking for a Pro - Suggestion?

April 13th Put Your Name Here

May 11th
Doug Fisher "Turn, Carve and 
Color an Off Center - Off Axis 
Sculpture "

Aug 10th or 
Sept 14th Kip Christensen (tentative)

Nov 9th Mark Gardener (tentative)

The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a 
local chapter of the American Association of 
Woodturners.  Our purpose is to provide a 
meeting place for local turners to share ideas 
and techniques and to educate the general 
public regarding the art of turning.  The As-
sociation usually meets the second Saturday 
of each month. The Association periodically 
sponsors exhibitions and demonstration by 
local and internationally known turners.

President
Jim Rodgers

Jlrodgers236@comcast.net

Vice President
Don White

donjoannew@att.net

Treasurer
Bill Mellburg

jbmellberg@comcast.net

Secretary
Kathy Kennedy

kkdp54@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
Roz Harper

Rozharper11@yahoo.com

Librarian
Cindy Navarro

Nava1uni@comcast.net

Membership
Karen Rice

karen@loonlover.net
Hugh Bevin-Thomas (Assistant)

Webmaster
John Prout

jcprout@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Louie Silva

banjohead@comcast.net

Educational Coordinator
Wayne Shipman 

Wayne.shipman@comcast.net

Store Manager
Rich Kalish

rikalish@yahoo.com 

Audio Video
Bruce Speights

retired6302004@yahoo.com

Facility Liaison
Dean Adkins

Adkd@chevron.com

Woodmeister: 
Ron Tinay

rrtin1@sbcglobal.net

Staff Photographer: 
Fred Deadrick

fdeadrick@comcast.net
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Tom Wirsing Demonstration

At our November meeting Tom Wirsing, former AAW President and current Board of Directors 
member, drove in from Colorado to show us some tips for turning platters. 

Tom uses a faceplate to turn his platters to reduce the amount of vibration.  Then he uses 
three standard tools to get good results:  a swept back (45 degree) bowl gouge, a 55 degree 
beveled bowl gouge for less angled finish cuts, and a round nose negative rake scraper set at 
a 40 degree angle.

But, unlike many other turners, Tom then uses a scraper that he calls his “20 
degree scraper”.  It looks a lot like a skew chisel that is beveled on both sides 
and radiused.  He uses it for finish cuts instead of sheer scraping with a bowl 
gouge to minimize sanding.  By holding the tool flat on the tool rest, horizontal 
or with the tip slightly down to the wood he is cutting,  he takes very light cuts 
and moves across the contour of the piece.  When the burr gets turned away 
after a few cuts, he tunes it up quickly on his grinder by hand.  Periodically, 
he flips to the tool to the other side so both sides keep the same dimensions.  

Tom soaks his finished work in a combination of tung oil and urethane (Deft oil) 
for up to 24 hours and then wet sands with fine sandpaper and 2400 micromesh 
to obtain a buffed satin finish.  

Try turning your next platter using these techniques.  They take a little longer, but 
the techniques produce great results. 

Newsletter Articles 

Got a great idea you want to share with your fellow 
Woodturners? Whether it is a turning tool, turning 
technique, finishing process or anything at all related 
to turning, your BAWA newsletter can always use an 
article. If you have pictures, all the better. If you 
need help writing it up or taking pictures, we’re here 
to help. That’s what our club is all about - sharing. 

Contact either club president 
Bill Mellberg 
Email: jbmellberg@comcast.net 

or newsletter editor
Louie Silva
Email: banjohead@comcast.net 

New Members

December brought us 3 new members from Contra Cos-
ta County. 

Let's all welcome John Lawson, from Concord, long fa-
miliar to those in Pleasant Hill Adult School classes, as 
well as from the Diablo Woodturners. John is an inter-
mediate turner, but he previously had a conflict on Sat-
urday mornings, that kept him from joining us. 

Robert Gregory is also an intermediate turner and 
hails from Martinez. 

Mark Finnegan is from Walnut Creek and a novice 
turner. 

Glad to have all of you join us! 

Karen Rice~
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� Start with a finish turned piece of light colored, highly 
figured wood.  It works best if the wood is closed 
grained such as maple, birch, pear, etc.

� Sand to 400 grit.  Be sure there is no tear out.

� Dye the entire piece black with Lincoln leather dye 
(available from any shoe repair shop).

� Re-sand starting with 220 or 320 grit until you remove 
enough black that about ½ the light colored wood 
shows through.

� Continue sanding up to 1200 grit.

� Dye the entire piece red using a 50/50 mix of Transtint 
dye (available from Rockler) and denatured alcohol.

� Let the piece dry overnight.

� Apply your favorite finish.  I usually use either Daly’s 
Seafin Teak Oil, or Deft spray lacquer.

It’s a busy time of year for Brad Adams, but he gra-
ciously sent the process of how he attains  his 
amazing red and black “flame” finish.

Photo by Wolfram Alderson

A Christmas Gift for Members

January’s Demonstrator-Jim Rodgers

For January I will present the techniques for open segment vessel construction.

Open segment work requires additional fixtures and accessories and is more time consuming to complete 
however it offer many additional design opportunities. The cutting of the individual segments is much 
easier as the precision is not required as in ring constructed vessels.

The accessories are easy to construct and will be shown and demonstrated. There are a few tips and 
techniques that will make the processes easier and I will also discuss those.
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Larry Dubia makes these one-of-a-kind pens by first 
painting a scene on the brass tubes which are then 
encapsulated in plastic before turning. 

November Show and Tell

Pumpkin Boxes by Mark Knize

Larry Lew won this year’s Sandhill 
Crane Festival Art Show with this sculp-
ture made in the style of Jerry Bennett.

Natural Edge Bowl 
by Donna Lauzon

Walnut Tool Handle by Mark 
Hannan

Ken Plante turned 
this unique Bank-
sia Pod box.

Transitional bowl by David 
FleisigJay Holland’s Cherry Bowl with 

painted decoration.
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Thanks to the current 2012 Directors and meet the new 2013 BAWA Board of Directors

As the year comes to a close, it’s appropriate that we recognize the current members of the Board of Di-
rectors and thank them for a job well done. As a volunteer organization there are many hours spent 
planning and coordinating the events that happen on a monthly basis at our regular meetings. This 
year we had the honor to be the host chapter for the AAW Symposium held in San Jose. If you get a 
chance, please personally thank the following members for their service in 2012:

President, Jim Rodgers; Vice President, Don White; Secretary, Kathy Kennedy; Treasurer, Bill Mell-
berg; Member at Large, Roz Harper and AAW Symposium Liaison, Dean Adkins.

As we look forward to next year’s events, we are excited to be adding new members to our Board of Di-
rectors who will need your continuing support. Please congratulate and support the following members 
who have accepted the challenge to serve on the 2013 Board.

Each member brings unique skills and talent to the club. Each is an artist and a craftsman who loves 
the medium we call wood, with all its colors, textures and natural beauty. We have an exceptional group 
of talent in the Bay Area Woodtuners Association. We are all better for the experiences we share and 
our commitment to education and the development of youth for a future of woodturning. Please continue 
to attend the regular meetings and commit the time and resources to make our club the best it can be.

President
Bill Mellberg
5781 Corte Libre
Pleasanton, CA 94566
H) 925-484-0316
C) 925-699-8214
wjmellberg@comcast.net

Vice President
John Cobb
40 Idlewood Road
Kentfield, CA 94904
H) 415-596-7779
Cobbemail@gmail.com

Secretary
Kathy Kennedy
394 Bonica Drive
Danville, CA 94526
H) 925-820-8744
C) 925-389-8166
kkdp54@gmail.com

Treasurer
Joel Albert
1242 Morning Glory Drive
Concord, CA 94521
H) 925-330-2893
joelalb@yahoo.com

Member at Large
Jim Rodgers
236 Briar Drive
Martinez, CA 94553
H) 925-229-5773
C) 925-980-0021
Jlrodgers236@comcast.net


