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July meeting: Turn for Troops

Our July 11th meeting will be our second annual Turn-for-Troops event where BAWA mem-
bers will turn 100+ pens which will be sent to men and women serving abroad. Last year we 
turned over 120 pens and this year we hope to exceed that goal. There is room for every-
one, from novice to expert to be involved. If you haven’t turned a pen before, this is a great 
way to learn the process as there will be a room full of experienced turners willing to 
coach. For those who have some pen making skills, pick out a couple prepped blanks and 
make something special. This is a great opportunity to offer your skills to support family and 
friends doing a great service for our country. 

For those who think they can turn fast, we will have the big lathe set up for the speed competition 
and you can attempt to break Dean Adkins record of 36 seconds. 

Jeff Tanner has once again done a huge amount of work prepping, gluing and trimming all the blanks 
that we will turn. Thanks Jeff, we definitely appreciate the commitment to make it a successful 
event. This is a fun social meeting that gives back to members of our community who are proudly 
serving abroad. Doors open at 8:30, the store will be open and we will have the wood raffle at the 
end of the meeting around noon. 

We hope to see everyone there.
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The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a local chapter 
of the American Association of Woodturners.  Our pur-
pose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to 
share ideas and techniques and to educate the general 
public regarding the art of turning.  The Association 
usually meets the second Saturday of each month. The 
Association periodically sponsors exhibitions and demon-
strations by local and internationally known turners.
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Club Meetings

Meetings are the 2nd Saturday of each month unless otherwise noted.  

8:30  doors open for setup, use store and library, swap ideas, view 
displays

9:00—12:30 meeting and demo

Meetings will be held at the PHEC Woodturning Center,  1 Santa Barbara 
Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.   

See bayareawoodturners.org/ for directions and club information.

BAWA Officers Meeting -
Officer meetings are open to all members. Contact John Cobb if you would 
like to be on the agenda.

2016 Event Schedule

July 9th Turn for the Troops 8:30-12:00 

August 13th Picnic 10:00-2:00

September TBA

October 23rd
(Sunday)

Art Liestman 8:30-4:00

November TBA

December Holiday Party (Details to Come)
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Brad Adams Red Maple Burl
Our June meeting once again was a highlight with Brad Adams, giving a fantastic demonstration on 
how he produces colored pieces made from maple burl. Brad routinely brings in stunning dyed red 
maple burl bowls to BAWA’s show-and-tell which always get members asking: “how does he do 
that?” 

Brad starts with sharpening multiple bowl gouges, and uses an Ellsworth 
swept back grind for roughing out the exterior defining the final shape. He then uses a 40/40 
grind with the heal removed to turn the inside walls, followed by a bottom feeder gouge to 
finish the bottom.

Sanding is the next step that gets as much attention to detail as any other aspect of turning a bowl. Each grit is ap-
plied using a different holder or lathe direction enabling complete removal of sanding marks before progressing to 
finer grits. At some point we have all finished 300 grit sanding and suddenly see arching 150 grit marks still in on 
the surface - by alternating sanding directions, he can make sure to remove all of the prior grit marks before proceed-
ing.

Brad’s sandpaper of choice is Blue Flex from VincesWoodNWonders  (http://vinceswoodnwonders.com/) - (stay 
away from the Greenflex sandpaper). You can find it online or buy it from the BAWA store. For coarse grit sanding, 
Brad prefers Vince's 80 grit Zirconia Max discs. He uses 3” on the outside and 2” on the inside of the forms. As an 
aside, he is not a fan of Abranet as it is more expensive and does not last any longer for him.

Once he sands through 180 grit, he applies black Lincoln Leather shoe dye (not polish) by cover-
ing the entire surface swabbing with the grain using the supplied dauber. Once that dries, he sands 
back about 80% of the pigment by starting back at 120 grit and progressing up through 1200. At 
this point, he applies Transtint Dye mixed 50-50 with alcohol over the sanded back surface to 
achieve the final color. No additional sanding is required just finishing with Liberon Finishing Oil 
which is tung oil based and contains enough polyurethane to seal in the colors by second coat.

Brad talked about a variety of techniques and equipment that makes the process easier. If you can, turn outboard; it 
offers more stable access for turning. In addition, move your body more and arms less to achieve much better quality 
of cuts. We all love more tools, but he mentioned a few inexpensive items that are worthwhile: anti vibration gloves 
from harbor freight, flexible cabinet scrapers for the outside of bowls and long glue sticks for validating curves.

This was a fantastic demonstration - thank you Brad!

P.S. Thank you to Peter Wolfe for sharing his extensive notes for this review.
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August Picnic President’s Challenge

Each year at the BAWA August picnic we have a president's challenge which is an opportunity 
for members to create something for a fun light hearted competition. The category this year is 
“something used for drinking”. 

We hope to see an array of cups, goblets and other traditional vessels BUT… there is no doubt 
some members (Corwin) will use excessive creative license to turn something truly remarkable 
again. So get creative and bring an entry - who knows you might win the coveted “Best in Picnic 
Award.”

Annual BAWA Picnic
August 13th
10:00 to 2:00

With the weather warming up, it is time to start thinking about the BAWA BBQ & Tool Swap. This year it will be on Saturday 
August 13 from 10am – 2pm at the Pleasant Hill Community Park at the same spot as last year. The club will provide burgers, 
brats and buns along with all the necessary serving utensils, plates, cups and condiments.

The Event is potluck: we are breaking up what to bring alphabetically by last name: 

A - H : Cold Drinks (Soda, Iced Tea, etc) 

I - P : Sides (Baked beans, Salads, deviled eggs, etc)

Q - Z: Desserts
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Presidential Ramblings
July 2016

Last month a few BAWA members trekked across country to Atlanta, Georgia to attend AAW’s 
30th anniversary symposium. I had not attended the annual AAW event since 2012 when it 
was held in San Jose. For me, that was incredibly inspiring as a relatively new turner. My con-
cern about going again was a risk that I would find it less inspirational this time and not worth the 
cost. The plane fare alone would could buy a trove of new tools - so why go?

“Why Go” is clearly a problem AAW has - they are unable to effectively communicate why peo-
ple should attend their symposium. The four of us BAWA members who went, probably did-

n’t read most of marketing material, we were going no matter what for a variety of reasons. The fact that no other 
BAWA members attended attests to an ineffective marketing campaign. 

Well, this is unfortunate as the symposium was as inspiring for me as my first experience in the South Bay. Each 
year the AAW brings in the best woodturners from around the world to demonstrate and share their wisdom. They do 
a great job covering an incredibly wide variety of topics - most of the time you want to be in two rooms at once as 
there are literally 16 demonstrations or discussion groups going on at any given time. In the off chance you need a 
demo break, there is the largest trade show of woodworking tools you have ever seen and the instant gallery with 
hundreds of pieces from members around the country. 

For me, it was an exceptional experience topped off by watching Jean Francois Escoulen from France. He is truly a 
modern day Michelangelo - an exquisite master of form and technique. 

If you go to the next symposium (Pittsburg 2017, Portland 2018) with an open mind and a desire to learn, I guarantee 
an amazing experience.

One side note, AAW has a desperate need for a social media effort. I might get in trouble for social profiling here but 
if you were building a marketing strategy you wouldn’t use 50+ year old men (like me) to run the social media pro-
gram. If anyone out there would like to assist AAW in constructing a social media strategy, I would be more than 
happy to connect you with the right people. This has enormous potential not just for the AAW but for woodturning in 
general. (insert facebook like symbol) 

A quick note about volunteers working behind the scene for BAWA who make a difference. Our club is dependent on 
generous members willing to give their time which allows us to host events and do them well. This month we are 
having our Turn-for-Troops meeting where we will be turning 100+ pens for soldiers serving overseas. I received an 
email from Jeff Tanner who is once again organizing the event and he updated me on his preparation. He has ac-
quired, drilled, glued and trimmed all the pen blanks (120 x 2); gathered all the sandpaper, polish and towels; staged 
the assembly stations and then sharpened all the gouges for 20 lathes. I only asked Jeff one question two months 
ago: “what can I do to help?”. He said not to worry, it’s not a big deal - he has it covered. Clearly it is a big deal and 
a ton of work and organization. Thank you Jeff for being a big part of the reason BAWA is a great club.

I hope to see everyone on Saturday, this is one of my favorite BAWA events.

Keep Turning.
John Cobb
President
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Library Recommendations 
Books/DVDs

Two books are in this month’s review.

The first is “The Woodturners 
FAQ Book”, by Fred Holder.  Fred 
was the editor of the publication More 
Woodturning for many years.  In that 
time he has gathered a lot of infor-
mation, tips and tricks.

This book has a lot of infor-
mation in small doses.  It would be 
good for the beginning turner with lots 
of questions, but also for the seasoned 
turner, who wants to explore new and different ways of 
doing a task.

It has projects and detailed ways of doing subjects 
such as adding detail, doing spirals.  Well worth checking 
out and looking through it.

The second is “Woodturning Pro-
jects”, a workshop guide to shapes by 
Mark Baker.  Mark has been a turner for 
many years and it the editor of 
“Woodturning Magazine” which is pub-
lished in England.

This book has many projects and 
is an exploration of how to do many of 
them, along with good solid information 
about shape and how it affects the end 
product.  The hints alone are worth reading the book.

The pictures and detailed instructions will im-
prove and enlarge the breadth of what you can turn.  I 
found the information very helpful and the book is well 
written and engaging.  I tried a couple of the projects and 
learned a lot while doing them.

Tips and Techniques

This month I am going to go back to a subject 
that is very important to me.  That is safety and my rea-
sons are due to a personal incident and one that hap-
pened to a friend.

First I want to talk about dust and dust collection.  I am very con-
scious about the harm that dust can cause.  It can cause a finish to 
be ruined, it gets into all of the tiny crevices and places on a piece, 
it can be all over your shop and get into your house if your shop is 
attached.  

However, the place it can do the most harm is your lungs.  
It is tiny and you might not even notice it, but it’s long term and 
cumulative affects can be devastating.  I am an asthmatic and have 
been all of my life.  Because of this I have always used a dust 
mask when doing dusty tasks, painting, most projects.  I have ad-
vanced from using a paper mask to using an Elipse for many tasks 
and a Triton for woodturning.  There are many different types of 
dust masks and most will do a good job.  However, some are much 
better than others.

Since I always use one I assumed that I was doing a good 
job.  But last month I developed a sinus infection that turned to 
bronchitis.  It resulted from my not using my mask when cleaning 
up after a fairly messy job that I was doing.  Excuse my being 
graphic here, but after I finished I blew my nose and noticed that 
the tissue was dirty with lots of dust from my nose.  Several days 
later I noticed the signs of a sinus problem, which became worse 
over time.  This happened all because of one time of not paying 
attention.  My MD said that I should use a mask anytime I am us-
ing paints, sawing, or even working in the dirt if it is windy. 

The incident of emphysema and lung problems 
among woodworkers is fairly high and in the long term 
can cause the use of oxygen just to be able to walk or live.  
So wear a mask, find one that works well, even if it costs 
money.  If we can spend money on tools, wood, and lathe 
accessories then surely our lungs are worth us spending 
money to keep them safe.

The other safety issue is using a facemask.  I did not say 
safety goggles, but a full facemask.  You only get two eyes and 
one face and brain.  It does not take much for a piece of wood, 
small or large, to break off while turning on the lathe and hit you 
in the face.

My friend wore safety goggles like a lot of turners thinking that 
it was all that was needed.  Last week while turning a piece of 
wood, with an unknown defect, the wood split and part of it flew 
off and hit him in the face.  It damaged his teeth and luckily 
missed his eye.  It does not take much for a piece to hurt or kill 
you.  I know that the facemask can get foggy, get scratches, and be 
a pain to wear.  But again, it is not worth gambling with your 
teeth, sight or life.  I have a face shield hanging on every tool that 
I use.  My lathe, drill press, band saw, and next to my table saw.  I 
use Rain-X to reduce the fogging of breathing: plastic polish to 
clean and remove scratches and always wipe them with a soft 
cloth at the end of the end after vacuuming my shop, which I do 
every time I turn.  

So spend the money to use and replace as needed both 
face masks and dust masks.  The money is really nothing in com-
parison to your sight and health

by Cindy Navarro
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Membership News
By Tim Kennedy

Membership Update

We had two new members in June: Anna 
Duncan from Orinda and Mel Behrenolt from Oak-
land. BAWA has 139 paid-up members for 2016 and 6 
life members.

Newsletter Articles 

Got a great idea you want to share with your fellow 
Woodturners? Whether it is a turning tool, turning tech-
nique, finishing process or anything at all related to turn-
ing, your BAWA newsletter can always use an article. If 
you have pictures, all the better. If you need help writing 
it up or taking pictures, we’re here to help. That’s what 
our club is all about - sharing. 

Contact:
Louie Silva
Email: newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org

BAWA Classified Ads

We want members and others with items to sell or 
trade, services to render or if you’re just looking to 
find a specific item from fellow BAWA members. 
Please send ads to Louie Silva at:
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org

You can’t beat the price...FREE!!

Tool Swap – August 13rd BBQ

One of the highlights of our upcoming 
BBQ in August will be our Tool 
SWAP and Shop Sale. This is a great 
opportunity to clean out your shop and 
sell or trade any tools, gear or wood 
that you have with other BAWA 
members. Last year, I scored big time, 
lot’s of great bargains that I have en-
joyed using throughout the year. This 
year, I hope it will be even better—
you never know what someone will 
bring to the tables to sell. So now is 
the time to start going through your 
shop and pulling together treasures to 
sell or swap.

Special Thanks to Chevron

Chevron recently donated $500 to the 
club in honor of the volunteering of 
Joel. The club is using this money to 
help support the Mt. Diablo 
Woodturning Center through cash and 
equipment donations. The club is al-
ways looking for volunteers and we 
certainly can use the donations. Check 
to see if your employer is willing to 
make a donation to a non-profit that 
you support through your volunteer 
hours. It’s a clear win-win-win situa-
tion for all of us. 

BAWA Finance Update

Our finances con-
tinue to be strong 
and we are doing 
better than ex-
pected for our 
2016 budget—
mostly due to an 
increase in mem-
bership. Our big-
gest expenses con-
tinue to be the rent 
we pay to Mount Di-
ablo for the room and
janitorial service.

Written by
Joel Albert,

BAWA 
Treasurer

Antique German Lathe
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June Show and Tell

Tim Kennedy-Two Mulberry Bowls Joel Albert-Pens

Lana Fly-Big Leaf Maple Hollow Form & Walnut Vase Charlie Saul-Cup with Captured Rings

Corwin Jones-Platters & Shallow Bowl Ed Steffinger– Compound Mitered Lidded Box

(Continued on following page)
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June Show and Tell 
Continued

John Lawson-Winged Bowl Robert Nolan-Two Plates

Gary Bingham-Three Green Boxes Avi Ben-Ora-Florida Horse Conch

Bob Bean-Plant Stand John Cobb-Two Hollow Forms
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General Elections 

Since BAWA has not heard back from their respective campaigns, it 
can be assumed that Hillary and Bernie will not be on our ballot in Oc-
tober. 

Crazy politics aside, this coming September the club will be compiling 
nominations for our Board of Directors. At the following meeting in 
October, the membership will vote for President, Vice President, 
Treasurer and Secretary. These positions are a great way to give 
back to the club and continue the effort to make BAWA one of the best 
clubs on the West Coast. Each of these jobs requires a varying 
amount of time, if you are organized, on average the commitment is a 
few hours of work per week with some periods more busy than oth-
ers. Here is a short description of each position:

President: Chief organizer and delegator. You oversee the group of 
directors and officers to ensure all of the club functions are running 
properly. Periodically checking in with all officers for what they need to 
do their job and take input on how things can improve. You get to 
choose which and how many functions you want be involved in - it is 
very much a custom role adapted to the strengths of the individual.

Vice President: The VP is responsible for meeting content. They 
schedule local and professional presenters for the club’s monthly 
meetings and write newsletter reviews. This past year, VPs from other 
local chapters have begun coordinating with each other - a great effort 
that can continue to develop . One of the great benefits of this job is 
that you get to know many members of BAWA, other clubs and the 

professional demonstrators that make up our 
calendar. Time requirements for this position 
fluctuate, some weeks will be busier and oth-
ers. It’s possible two members can share this 
role.

Treasurer: The keeper of the books is responsible for creating an an-
nual budget, monthly status reports along with regular credit and debit 
processing. We currently use Quickbooks which has streamlined the 
function. Joel will work closely with the new Treasurer over a period of 
time to ensure a smooth transition. 

Secretary: A great entry point for a new member to get involved. You 
take notes at Board meetings and help the President track action 
items.

BAWA is financially very sound and continues to grow in membership 
every year. Joining the Board or working as an club officer is a great 
way to ensure the club continues to thrive and improve. If you are 
interested in a board seat or have any questions about getting involved 
send me a note: president@bayareawoodturners.org

This is a great time to get involved. 

Cheers
John Cobb
President 

Preparing Sandpaper Packets

If you turn a lot of small items like pens, ornaments, small boxes, or jewelry pieces, and the 
item is really too small to power sand, yet fumbling through stacks of little pieces of sandpa-
per is driving you crazy, then try this. Select the sheets of grits that you would normally 
use—120, 180, 220, 320, 400, 600—and cut the sheets in half length-wise. Then divide those 
halves into 1 1/2"-wide sections. (The last section will be a bit wider.) Now set up an assem-
bly line with the 600 grit paper laid out face up on a table. Then add the 400 grit paper and so 
on until the 120 grit paper is on top. Finally, staple each packet together.

You now have about twelve sandpaper packets ready to use. The task of sanding is so much 
easier when all you have to do is flip through each grit. No more fumbling for individual 
sheets, no more confusing one grit with another. Do remember to use a paper towel to wipe 
away the sanding dust before going on to the next grit

~ Janice Levi
Groesbeck, TX

(Thanks to: Woodturning FUNdamentals 
Publication of the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners
May 2016 vol 5, issue 3 Pg. 38)


