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Holiday Party
Saturday December 10th

11:00 - 2:00 
Elks Lodge in Walnut Creek

The holiday party is finally here! This year we moved to a better location with improved accessibility, space for 
over 100 members and a full catered lunch! We will be meeting at the Elks Lodge in Walnut creek (address be-
low) which can seat over 100, plenty of room for the club competition (don’t forget to bring a piece), ample 
parking and much better accessibility. 

Highlights for the day:
� club competition (each member can enter up to 3 pieces, no restrictions on type)
� silent auction (lots of great stuff: classes, wood, wine, tools…)
� endless raffle prizes including our professional demonstrator pieces
� last but not least: 2 buffet lines

Pre registration is now over, but if you just found out you can attend send Michele an email 
at vp@bayareawoodturners.org and give $20 to Peter or Joel at the party. 

Location: Elks Lodge Walnut Creek 
1475 Creekside Dr, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 (Map on following page) 
Time: 11:00 - 2:00

What to Bring: 
1) Piece(s) for the club competition
2) Festive sweater and Santa hat optional
3) $ for raffle tickets and silent auction 

We look forward to seeing everyone on Saturday!

Last year’s Best of Show-
David Hoag
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Elks Lodge in Walnut Creek Map
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The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a local chapter 
of the American Association of Woodturners.  Our pur-
pose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to 
share ideas and techniques and to educate the general 
public regarding the art of turning.  The Association 
usually meets the second Saturday of each month. The 
Association periodically sponsors exhibitions and demon-
strations by local and internationally known turners.

President
John Cobb
president@bayareawoodturners.org

Vice President
Paul Litsky
vp@bayareawoodturners.org

Secretary
David Fleisig
secretary@bayareawoodturners.org

Treasurer
Joel Albert
treasurer@bayareawoodturners.org

Member at Large
Michele Freeze 
memberatlarge@bayareawoodturners.org

Pleasant Hill Adult Education (PHAE) Liaison
Jim Rodgers
Jlrodgers236@comcast.net

Librarian
Cindy Navarro
librarian@bayareawoodturners.org

Membership Co-chairs
Hugh Bevin-Thomas, Karen Rice
membership@bayareawoodturners.org

Store Manager
Richard Kalish
storemanager@bayareawoodturners.org

Webmaster
Greg Ketel & John Cobb
webmaster@bayareawoodturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Louie Silva
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org

Audio Visual

Woodmeister

Educational Coordinator
Jan Blumer
educationalcoordinator@bayareawoodturners.org

Pro Demonstrator Liaison
John Cobb
Cobbemail@gmail.com

Staff Photographer
David Fleisig
dhfleisig@yahoo.com

Social Coordinator
TBA

Club Meetings

Meetings are the 2nd Saturday of each month unless otherwise noted.  

8:30  doors open for setup, use store and library, swap ideas, view 
displays

9:00—12:30 meeting and demo

Meetings will be held at the PHEC Woodturning Center,  1 Santa Barbara 
Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.   

See bayareawoodturners.org/ for directions and club information.

BAWA Officers Meeting -
Officer meetings are open to all members. Contact John Cobb if you would 
like to be on the agenda.

2016-2017 Event Schedule

December 10th
Holiday Party 11:00-2:00
Elks Lodge 1475 Creekside Dr.,
Walnut Creek, CA  94596

January 2017 Jim Rodgers 8:30-12:00

February 18th Michael Hosaluk 8:30-4:00

March 11th TBA

April 8th Mike Mahoney 8:30-4:00

May 12-14 Utah Symposium

June 22-25 AAW Symposium  (Kansas City, MO)
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Our November presenter, from the West Bay Woodturners, was Brian Havens. Brian is 
well known to many of our club members because of his excellent series of turning videos 
on YouTube. Brian demonstrated making a tilted hat snowman ornament.

Making a snowman on the lathe is a relatively straightforward process. Like all spindle 
work it is a combination of beads and coves. Making a tilted hat snowman creates numer-
ous complications. To get the hat tilted requires the piece to be offset from center. To 
make these snowmen Brian makes a simple jig that mounts directly into a 4-jaw 
chuck. This jig has two tenons; one centered on the jig and the other offset.

On one axis the bottom half of the head and the rest of the body is turned. On the second axis the top half of the 
head and the hat are turned. The key to making this work is to insure that the two axes intersect exactly at the 
head. Minor adjustments can be made to make the hat and upper head (the tilted part) larger or smaller. But the 
math doesn’t work out unless the two axis meet somewhere near the top of the head.

Creating the jig was the most complicated part of the demonstration. This is a two part process. The first part is to 
make a setup blank about the same dimensions as the final snowman. It is on the setup blank that the offset/multi 
axis turning is established. Care should be taken to insure the measurements are correct or the two axes will not 
meet at the right place on the snowman. The blank itself is turned round with two tenon.

The second part of the process is making the multiple tenon jig. Brian uses Baltic birch plywood because of its 
strength. The jig is mounted on a screw chuck and turned round. This is interesting; in order to get two different ten-
on he makes one the size of the chuck jaws nearly closed and the other the size of the jaws almost completely 
open. The first tenon is centered on the jig. But to make the second tenon (i.e. the offset one), Brian drills a hole in 
the jig and inserts the setup block. Then he removes the jig from the chuck and mounts it (the jig and the setup block) 
between centers but at the offset markings. Then he turns the bigger second tenon.

The rest of the demo was pretty straight forward. The jig is remounted on the chuck using the centered tenon. The 
snowman is mounted on the jig using the hole drilled for the setup block. The body of the snowman is turned. Then 
the jig is remounted on the chuck using the off center tenon and the hat is turned. Coloring the completed snowman 
can be done on or off the lathe using markers or spray.

Brian Havens, November’s Visitor From the West
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Tips & Tricks

Sanding, often called the bane of wood-
workers is the topic for this month.  I actually 
find sanding, when I am not in a hurry, to be 
contemplative.  I sand with the lathe off most 
of the time and often I sand with oil, depend-
ing on the final finish.  I find that the oil acts as a lub-
ricant and there are less sanding marks.

I am going to talk about a few different tricks to 
sanding and some, maybe, different tools.  I am assum-
ing that most know the usual basics of going through 
all of the grits starting with the lowest grit through the 
highest grit, and going with the grain, unless using a 
rotational sander.  If you do use a rotational sander 
then finishing with the grain after each grit so that the 
circular marks are removed.

I have found that when I am doing sanding in 
coves, under lips or in carving that a small detail sand-
er, such as a Dremel or using small hand detail-
sanding pads is very helpful.  This type of sander has 
hard rubber pieces that you fit sandpaper around to 
keep the shape intact and crisp.  I also make small 
sanding rods from emery sticks, which can be pur-
chased at beauty supply shops.  They come in all sizes 
and grits and can be easily cut with scissors to any 
shape you need. I also make small sanding pads for my 
micro motor.  I use a washer and a nail and epoxy the 
nail through the small washer.  I then cut a piece of 
two-sided sticky foam tape and stick it to the washer.   
I cut small pieces of sand paper with a punch the same 
size as the washer and stick them to the foam.  I can 
then mount them in my micro motor or Dremel and 
sand with them.  This way I can get into really tiny 
places.  You can also buy a small flat mandrel from 
carving stores, such as Woodcarver Supply and use the 
foam in the same manner.

Second I cut pieces of thick foam, like the kind 
used in floor mats.  I glue Velcro to the pieces, use the 
smooth side, and again I can use sanding discs to sand.  
These allow me to ensure that the surface remain flat.  
You can customize these to fit your hand or the shape.  
You can also buy two types of yellow sanders from the 
Club store that perform a similar task.

Third, there are multiple types of sanders 
both electric and manual. You can use a 
handheld sander that uses rotation of the piece 
on the lathe, random orbital sanders such as the 
Metabo or the pneumatic one sold by Wooden 
Wonders, and palm sanders.

Each method is different, but they all require 
patience and a willingness to do it over if you still see 
scratches for the finish to reflect the quality of the 
work.

Library 

This month I would like to introduce you to a book 
that we do not have in our library, but one that I think will 
find interesting, as well as, increase your knowledge about 
Wood Turners that may be obscure or that you may now 
know. It will also give you ideas about things that you 
may want to create, try to replicate or use as an inspiration 
for your own creation.

It is “Enter The World 
of Lathe-Turned Objects”, 
published by York Graphic 
Services, Inc. for the Wood 
Turning Center.  This is a 
medium sized paperback 
book with about 150 pages.  
It has works that run the gam-
ut from traditional pieces, 
sculpture and objects that are 
whimsical and just unusual.  
The pictures are well present-
ed and the images are quite 
good.  Turners such as Mi-
chael Hosaluk, Gail Redman, 
Stony Lamar and many that you not have heard of before.

I think it is worth your time to peruse it and learn 
more about this wonderful history of turning.  I did find it 
on Amazon for as little as $1.50

by Cindy Navarro
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President’s Chatter
December 2016

I stopped by the Woodturning School today where we have our meetings and it was buzzing with 
activity. There were a number of lathes throwing chips, people milling about and instructors as-
sisting when requested. If you ever get a spare Friday, I encourage you to join the Friday morn-
ing open studios. You have access to a full array of equipment and accomplished woodturning 
instructors to guide you out of difficulty and answer any questions for three hours. I think it’s the 
best $15 deal around.

The holiday party is this Saturday and it looks like we hit 100 members attending That’s a remarkable number, cer-
tainly a record and even more extraordinary given that not too long ago BAWA didn’t even have 100 members. Much 
credit of our growth goes to our club officers who work to put on a fantastic program every month. 

This year marks my 4th holiday party on the Board which means it’s my last as your President. The experience of 
working the other BAWA officers and school staff has truly been a great experience. The club has grown every year 
and I hope that is in part due to our efforts to deliver a program that continues to evolve as we try to meet the diverse 
interests of our membership. 

One unexpected benefit of my years on the Board is that my turning skills wouldn’t be close to what they are had I not 
had the good fortune to work with so many club members and have opportunities to meet many other woodturners 
here in California and around the country. The role of a Board member does require some work, but when you open 
your mind to soak in all the opportunities afforded by the positions it becomes a truly enriching experience. I strongly 
encourage those who are interested, to get involved in running the club. We have a number of open opportunities 
ranging from helping in the store to AV and room setup. These are great entry points to get involved and who knows 
you might find yourself President in a few years!

It truly has been by pleasure to serve as your Board President these past two years. I now look forward to getting to 
know even more of our membership now that I’m gaining a little more social time at each meeting. 

Keep turning and enjoy the journey

Your President 
John Cobb

CRAFT SUPPLIES 10% DISCOUNT ORDER

The 10% discount applies to any published price (including sale items, close-outs, etc.) and there’s no tax and S&H is free on almost all items. Craft Supplies has a new catalog 
that includes new items with a different item numbering system. There have been some price increases as well so don’t use old catalogs. If you don’t have the latest catalog 
please look on-line to pick your loot and check prices and item numbers.

Orders are placed by filling out an electronic order form which is available on the BAWA website.
E-mail the form to Dean Adkins (adkd@chevron.com) with all the requested information:

� Member name, phone number and e-mail address

� Catalog item number

� Catalog page number

� Item description

� Quantity ordered

� List / sale price (before 10% discount)

You can call Dean (925-998-4111) to place an order, but must follow up with an e-mail to confirm all the required information.
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November Show and Tell

(Continued on following page)

Tim Kennedy-
Bowl

Kim Wolfe-
Lidded Vessel
Olive/Cherry

Don Gouveia-
Bowl

John Lawson-
Lost Wood

Lana Fly-
Elm Bowl &
Hollow Form

Cindy Navarro-
Closed Vessels
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November Show and Tell 
Continued

Dave Bentley-
Bowl, Hollow Form, 

Bottle Stopper

Greg Richard-
Elm Bowl

Bonnie Glove-
Bowls/Urn

Avi Ben-Ora-
Work in Progress

Anthony Strazhnikov-
Christmas Tree Ornament

Andrew Baxter-
Bowl
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Registration Now Open For Mount Diablo Adult Education Winter 2017 Session

Registration is currently open for the Winter, 2017 session at Mount Diablo Adult Education.  Classes are held 
at the Mount Diablo Woodturning Center (the location of our meetings), located at Room 108, One Santa Barbara 
Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.  

This session’s offerings are a mix of the most popular and requested classes, as well as a wide variety of new courses.  
Several of the classes are expected to sell out, so register early at the following link:
https://register.asapconnected.com/Courses.aspx?CourseGroupID=6490

This session features Matt Graham’s Woodturning 101, the introductory course which sells out each session; 
Jan Blumer’s Woodturning 201, the popular Basic Bowl Class and John Cobb’s Wood Turning 402, an Intermediate 
Hollow Form Class featuring the creation of hollow vessels from wood with voids, cracks or holes.

Jim Rodgers is offering a much requested class, the Introduction to Segmented Turning, as well as a hands on 
class on the Sharpening of your Lathe Tools.  Matt Graham is offering classes in the construction of a Crush Grind 
Pepper Mill and the creation of a Banksia Pod Salt and Pepper set.  Joel Albert’s classes will be exploring new topics: 
Closed End Pens and the Turning of Jewelry. Bob Nolan is teaching his popular Miniatures Class and a class on the 
creation of Thin Stemmed Goblets with the inclusion of optional Captured Rings.  

Finally, the ever popular Open Studio returns on Friday mornings from 9:00 to Noon.  You can register for the 
Open Studio sessions in advance or simply go to the office to register the mornings you wish to turn.  All of the Dia-
blo Woodturning Center’s lathe tools and equipment are available for use during these sessions.  Several artists take 
advantage of the Center’s vacuum chucks, buffing system and pen assembly tools to complete projects they have be-
gun at home. 

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued on next page)
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Independent Project - Open Studio
These are times for independent work – and are a staple of our turning program. Come and work with expert coaches. 
Pay for only the session you attend. Skill Level: Open to all students and former students. 
Fee: $15.00 per session
1/13/17 – 3/24/17  (11 weeks)
Friday, 9:00 – 12:00 PM noon 
Register for course #95508001
Class room monitors: Rodgers/Nolan

Diablo Woodturners
A free demonstration and discussion group meeting monthly to learn and share their work and ideas. Professional demon-
strations and show and tell are monthly activities. 
Instructor:  Jim Rodgers
Course # 95500001
1/12, 2/2, 3/2
Thursday, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Fee: no charge

BAWA Classified Ads

We want members and others with items to sell or 
trade, services to render or if you’re just looking to 
find a specific item from fellow BAWA members. 
Please send ads to Louie Silva at:
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org

You can’t beat the price...FREE!!

Set Aside the Dates for the 2017 
Utah Woodturning Symposium

May 11th, 12th, & 13th, 2017


